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But how many Republican 
leaders today would say some- 
thing like this, as Batt did in a 
newspaper column from 1975: 
“Of all mankind’s baser modes 
of behavior, I believe that rac- 
ism is the worst. It is the prime 
cause of a majority of wars. It 
causes fist fights, murder and 
fear. Perhaps worse, it causes 
millions of people to live in 
degradation and hopelessness.” 
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